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to indicate the designation and form of that understanding.
Caracciolo had been in the right to say that no feeling
hostile to France had prompted Italy to affect a rapproche-
ment to the Central European Powers. It was the unani-
mous desire of the members of the Cabinet to avoid any
pretext for misunderstanding with France, and to constantly
improve Italy's relations with that country. But feelings ot
true regard for France were not incompatible with watchful
care of Italy's interests, which would prevent still greater
inconveniences from being occasioned by accomplished facts
(the annexation of Tunis) and could not possibly remain
indifferent should a Mediterranean Power embark in an
elaborate colonial policy.

The Reuter despatch above alluded to aroused a noisy
and heated discussion in the European press. It was
remarked by certain English and Austrian journals (credited
with official inspiration) that if there were any truth in the
announcement Austria must have made a sacrifice in
deference to the German Chancellor's wishes. Other
journals doubted the existence of any such alliance, and
complained of the attitude theretofore observed by Italy:
the Standard, for instance, whose Vienna correspondent
notoriously derived some of his political opinions from the
Literary Bureau of the I. R. Foreign Office, and who,
therefore, was what is called " a well-informed correspon-
dent" The Standard was convinced that Europe need not
fear that Germany and Austria would attempt to induce
Italy to adopt a policy hostile to France. It opined that
those Powers required no support from a third Power, and
that the German Chancellor was too clever a politician to
trouble himself about getting up coalitions against France,
so long as the latter should conduct herself peacefully.
German and Austrian policy had hitherto been of a peaceful